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Managing resources and protecting the environment . . . making a difference in the 21st century
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Director’s Comments
Contents
Many good things are happen-
ing in your School of Renewable 
Natural Resources. Our under-
graduate programs will exceed over 
200 students for the first time since 
1999. This is an increase of over 
60 students since last year and over 
80 students in the last three years. 
We continue to market career opportunities in forestry, 
wildlife and fisheries and urge each of you to help us 
promote the program to potential students you encoun-
ter. Each alumnus encouraging students in his local area 
can have a significant effect on our program. 
Our graduate programs continue to produce award-
winning students. Over the last year RNR graduate 
students have won awards for outstanding presentations 
and service at state, national and international meetings. 
Amy Scaroni, a doctoral candidate in the school, was 
selected to receive a prestigious John A. Knauss Marine 
Policy Fellowship, which will place her in a Washington, 
D.C. federal agency for a year of training. Graduate 
students like Scaroni, continue to distinguish them-
selves and the school through outstanding research and 
service.  
Everyone is well aware of the national and local eco-
nomic situation, which continues to affect state-funded 
programs in the school. University budgets have been 
reduced over 20 percent in the last two years and we 
are currently undergoing a 35 percent budget cutting 
exercise in anticipation of budget reductions next fiscal 
year. Our current challenge is not being able to fill three 
vacant faculty positions and several vacant staff posi-
tions. Future budget cuts will result in a deep reduction 
in faculty size and operating expenses. This would have 
a devastating ffect on all RNR research, teaching and 
extension programs. We would ask that you stay aware 
of the developing budgetary situation and help however 
you can to preserve the progress we have made over the 
last several years. 
These ongoing budget constraints do restrict state-
based funds, but the RNR faculty continues to be very 
successful in acquiring grants. These funds are used to 
support forestry, wildlife and fisheries research in the 
school. We have a diverse research funding base from 
state and federal agencies, non-governmental organiza-
tions and private industry. Since the BP oil spill, we have 
directed many of our research and extension efforts to 
quantifying and monitoring oil-related effects on water 
quality, marsh vegetation, and estuarine invertebrate and 
vertebrate  populations. Faculty members in the school 
continue to compete for nationally competitive funding 
sources, including the National Institute of Food and 
Agriculture, National Science Foundation and National 
Institutes of Health. This is a tribute to the quality of 
the Renewable Natural Resources faculty. 
In light of funding restraints, we are beginning a 
concerted effort to help offset the cuts by asking you or 
your company to become a sustaining supporter of the 
school. We will be contacting you with details of this 
funding effort.    
As always, your comments, feedback, suggestions 
and updates are welcomed and appreciated. I would 
urge you to visit our Web page and Facebook pages to 
let us know where you are and what you are doing. We 
appreciate all you do on our behalf.




For contribution information 
call 225-578-4131 
or complete the form on page 23.
ON THE COVER
RNR alumni Kayla Dibenedetto and Tim Kimmel were representative 
of many RNR alums, faculty and students that worked tirelessly to 
protect coastal Louisiana after the recent BP oil spill. Both recently 
received graduate degrees from the school and currently work as 
biologists; Dibenedetto with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and 
Kimmel with the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries. 
Director’s Comments .  . .  .  . .  .  . .  .  . .  .  . .  .  2
Oil Spill. .  .  . .  .  . .  .  . .  .  . .  .  . .  .  . .  .  . .  .  3
Extension News . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5
Research Notes  .  . .  .  . .  .  . .  .  . .  .  . .  .  . .  .  7
Graduate Student News. .  .  . .  .  . .  .  . .  .  . .  .12
Who’s Who   . . .  . . .  . . .  . . .  . . .  . . .  . . .14
International Crossings . .  .  . .  .  . .  .  . .  .  . .  .15
In the Classroom   . . .  . . .  . . .  . . .  . . .  . . .18
Student News  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .19
Club News . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .21
Alumni News  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .22
3School of Renewable Natural Resources
Oil Spill
Soon after the Deepwater Hori-
zon began leaking massive amounts 
of crude into the Gulf of Mexico, 
oiled birds became a major concern. 
State and federal agencies quickly 
established hotlines for reporting 
affected birds, a process that has led 
to the rescue and rehabilitation of 
hundreds of birds, as well as docu-
menting the demise of thousands 
more. RNR doctoral students Jared 
Wolfe and Erik Johnson identified 
a weakness in this system; by only 
documenting affected birds, the 
bird rescue programs gathered no 
information on the proportion of 
birds that were oiled, or where birds 
were moving in response to the spill. 
Only with this additional informa-
tion can the effect of the spill be 
fully understood.
Louisiana and the other Gulf 
states are home to many skilled 
amateur birders eager to contribute 
their talents to bird conservation. 
Wolfe and Johnson mobilized this 
talent by forming the Louisiana 
Bird Response Working Group. The 
group coordinates efforts 
by volunteers and profes-
sionals to survey coastal 
Louisiana and provides 
a standard protocol for 
documenting the behav-
ior and degree of oiling 
of all birds seen. Working 
with the National Audu-
bon Society, the Baton 
Rouge Audubon Society, 
and the LSU Bird Re-
source Center, the group 
has been systematically 
collecting survey data 
since May. Johnson has 
also conducted training 
sessions for volunteers 
to help them recog-
nize subtly oiled birds. 
The group also secured 
funding from the Baton 
Rouge Audubon Society 
RNR Graduate Students
Spearhead Oiled Bird Monitoring Program
and the American Birding Associa-
tion to defray the mileage costs of 
volunteer surveyors.
Johnson is working to find a 
permanent repository for the data. 
Sai Saripalli, an RNR student work-
er, is designing an online portal for 
entering survey data to be hosted by 
the LSU AgCenter. Johnson has also 
been collaborating with the Cor-
nell Lab of Ornithology to add the 
capacity to input oiled bird data into 
the lab’s popular eBird system. This 
database already hosts thousands of 
citizen-science bird lists, 
as well as more systematic 
data, such as the Louisi-
ana Summer and Winter 
Bird Atlas projects. Hav-
ing both pre- and post-
spill data in one database 
will allow researchers to 
examine how population 
and distribution numbers 
have been affected by the 
spill. Louisiana’s coastal 
birds will likely suffer the 
consequences of the spill 
for many years to come; 
hopefully efforts like the 
Louisiana Bird Response 
Working Group will pro-
vide data useful for docu-
menting and managing the 
problem.
The two Sanderlings (in back) have trace amounts of oil staining on their otherwise bright white 
underparts. Sanderlings have been particularly predisposed to oiling because of their preference for 
feeding along the surf. The two Semipalmated Sandpipers (in front) were not oiled; they often feed 
higher on the beach away from the waves.
This Laughing Gull had a few patches of oil staining on its belly. Although this 
degree of oiling did not appear to alter its behavior, it has surely attempted to 
preen the oil from its belly using its bill, thus potentially ingesting toxic oil. We 
do not know the future fate of this bird.
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Oil Spill
The Deepwater Horizon ex-
plosion on April 20 that killed 11 
people and unleashed a 86-day flow 
of crude oil into the Gulf of Mexico 
sparked media interest in previ-
ous and ongoing research by RNR 
faculty. 
Research addressing effects of 
the dispersant COREXIT 9500 at-
tracted the greatest interest, particu-
larly by broadcast media. The BBC 
World Service’s weekly science radio 
show “Science in Action” visited 
the school for a segment that aired 
on June 18, followed by airings 
on Baton Rouge’s WLAE and the 
French television show “Thalassa” 
in August. 
“Thalassa” is a weekly French 
television program that boasts an 
audience nearly six times that of 
CNN’s average prime-time audience 
and is focused entirely on issues 
related to the oceans. 
The “Thalassa” film crew inter-
viewed Drs. Julie Anderson, Chris 
Green and Andy Nyman. Anderson 
received funding to study the toxic-
ity of COREXIT 9500 on young 
blue crabs, and Green initiated a 
study of the effects of the most 
RNR Faculty of Media Interest
common ingredients in dispersants, 
dioctyl sodium sulfosuccinate, on 
larval cocahoe minnows. Anderson’s 
research used dispersant COREXIT 
9500 that was left over from previ-
ous research by Nyman, which was 
designed to determine which chemi-
cal test for petroleum hydrocarbons 
was most accurate for predicting 
their toxicity. 
That work was based in part on 
undispersed south Louisiana crude 
oil and on south Louisiana crude 
oil dispersed with COREXIT 9500. 
Results were published from 2003 
through 2007 with his collabora-
tors at the University of Louisiana 
at Lafayette, Dr. Paul Klerks and 
graduate student Sue Bhattacharyya. 
In their six-month laboratory 
study, they could not detect any 
effect of COREXIT 9500 on bio-
degradation of oil with any of the 
four chemical tests they used. In the 
same soil and water samples, how-
ever, they observed that dispersed 
oil was more toxic than undispersed 
oil throughout the six-month study, 
except when survival (aquatic life) 
was 0 percent in both dispersed and 
undispersed oil. 
Their data also showed that 
measures of hydrocarbon concentra-
tion could not substitute for actual 
toxicity determinations in accurately 
ranking the toxicity of samples. The 
actual toxicity and rates of biodeg-
radation that they observed in their 
laboratory experiments are difficult 
to extrapolate to field conditions, 
which allow almost unlimited dilu-
tion of the dispersed oil. 
In addition to broadcast media, 
RNR faculty members were quoted 
in at least 11 articles addressing the 
oil spill published by print media. A 
picture of Nyman collecting samples 
at the mouth of the Mississippi River 
that was syndicated by Reuters was 
seen by Dr. Sabrina Taylor’s parents 
in Canada and in the “China Daily” 
by Xuegong Xu of Beijing Univer-
sity, who had visited with Dr. Jun 
Xu and Nyman in early April.
On May 25, LSU AgCenter/Sea Grant agents 
Mark Shirley and Thu Bui organized the first of 
the town hall meetings between local fishermen 
and BP and agencies in the western parishes. 
BP, USCG, NOAA, LDWF and others were on 
hand to answer questions. Since then, Shirley 
and Bui have been advising fishermen and 
coastal businesses about closures of state and 
federal waters and assisting with community 
outreach programs such as the Vessels of 
Opportunity program.
Biologist Robert Wheat and LSU alum Daniel 
Breaux, both with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service, attempt to catch an oiled Brown Pelican 
at Grand Isle on June 5. The pair chased the 
bird for more than two hours before giving up 
because of darkness. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)
Barret Fortier, Pat Stinson and Daniel Breaux aerially search for oiled wildlife and evaluate oil effects 
of wildlife habitat. All three are RNR alumni; Fortier works for the Minerals Management Service, 
Stinson and Breaux work for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.  
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Extension News
(Continued on page 6)
2010 4-H University 
Forestry Contest Yields 
Louisiana’s First National 
Champions 
In June, 12 Louisiana 4-H 
members from 11 parishes across 
the state competed in the 4-H 
University 2010 Forestry Contest 
on the LSU Baton Rouge campus. 
The 4-H members spent the first 
day of the contest competing against 
one another in traditional forestry 
skills: orienteering (pacing and 
compass), tree identification, tree 
measurements, insect and disease 
identification and a written exam on 
basic forestry knowledge. On the 
second day, they took part in a half-
day tree-care, climbing and ropes 
educational activity put on for them 
by the LSU Facility Services arborist 
crew. Everyone worked very hard 
and had a blast. Dr. Hallie Dozier is 
the contest superintendent.
This year’s contest ended dif-
ferently than it ever has before…
the team that went on to compete 
at the 2010 National 4-H Forestry 
Invitational placed first. This is the 
first time in Louisiana’s history of 
competing in the invitational that 
Louisiana has placed first.
Team Louisiana competed 
against 14 other teams from across 
the country at the National 4-H 
Forestry Invitational in West Virgin-
ia in July. This year’s Team Louisi-
ana members were Victoria Arnold 
of Sabine, who placed eighth over-
all, Steffan McBride of Acadia, who 
tied for second overall, and Megan 
Farmer of Sabine, who placed first 
overall. The team was completed by 
Taylor Falcon from Lafayette Parish. 
This year’s award winning coach is 
Brian Chandler, area forester from 
the Southeast region. Chandler was 
accompanied by Robbie Hutchins, 
the LSU AgCenter’s newest area 
forester, serving in the Central 
Region. All the faculty and staff 
from the LSU School of Renewable 
Natural Resources congratulate the 
coaches and the team on this impor-
tant win. 
The Forestry Invitational is one 
of several national 4-H competitions 
held each year, and Louisiana has 
participated in this event since 1981. 
Several 4-H members who have 
participated in the state contest and 
in the forestry invitational have gone 
on to careers in forestry and natural 
resource management. All partici-
pants gain a deeper understanding 
of the importance of wise manage-
ment and stewardship of natural 
resources. 
Louisiana Young Ag 
Producers Program 
Initiative Successful
The Louisiana Young Ag Pro-
ducers Program (LaYAPP) was 
envisioned by Dr. Paul Coreil, direc-
tor, Louisiana Cooperative Exten-
sion Service, and was created and 
implemented by Dr. Bradley Leger, 
coordinator, Louisiana Cooperative 
Extension Service. The number of 
production agriculture farmers in 
Louisiana and nationwide is declin-
ing. As a means of encouraging high 
school youth to pursue careers in 
production agriculture, LaYAPP 
was formed to bring a select group 
of young people together to meet 
other youth with similar interests, 
as well as to see cutting-edge tech-
nology and meet state leaders and 
educators in agriculture.
Fourteen youth were selected 
from a pool of applicants from 
across the state to attend LaYAPP. 
There were five participants inter-
ested in beef cattle, three in rice, 
two in forestry and wildlife, and one 
each in cotton, equine, horticulture 
and sugarcane.
The group arrived on campus 
on a Monday, checked into dorms 
and began their week of experi-
ences, which concluded on Friday. 
The program was sponsored by the 
Louisiana Farm Bureau, Louisiana 
Forestry Association, Associated 
Grocers, Louisiana Rice Mill, Dodge 
City Farm Supply, Raising Cane’s 
Chicken Fingers, Louisiana Depart-
ment of Agriculture and Forestry, 
U.S.D.A. Farm Services Agency, 
Louisiana Land Bank, Louisiana 
Pork Producers Association, Ameri-
can Sugar Cane League and the Red 
Stick Forestry Association. 
The LaYAPP initiative provided 
an opportunity for RNR faculty to 
interact with the group and hopeful-
ly recruit several of the students into 
the Renewable Natural Resource 
program. In addition to Dr. Ruther-
ford, RNR faculty participating in 
the event included Drs. Tom Dean, 
Jim Chambers, Quang Cao, Niels 




2010 is the eighth year since 
the LSU AgCenter took on the task 
of training tree-care professionals 
for the state licensing program. In 
2002, roughly 300 license holders 
were trained. Since then, almost 600 
have been trained each year, making 
it possible for these men and women 
to satisfy licensing requirements. In 
that time, the number of workshops 
has risen from five each year to 
Students are instructed on the use of dendrochronolgy in forest research. 
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eight, and are hosted in all regions 
of the state.
Dr. Hallie Dozier, associate 
professor and coordinator for the 
program, is always on the lookout 
for trainers who specialize in the 
basics: chain saw safety and precision 
felling, climbing safety and position-
ing; CPR and first aid, crane and 
air knife use and “tree detectives” 
(diagnostics). Dozier and her staff 
make sure the tree-care specialists in 
Louisiana regularly get the oppor-
tunity to learn about legal aspects of 
their business as well as new tech-
niques and approaches for growing 
their business and improving service 
and client relations.
Their goal is to provide the most 
cutting edge technology and meth-
ods to Louisiana arborists and to 
bring them the best educators in the 
country. 
Louisiana has one of the best 
arboriculture training programs 
anywhere in the United States. It 
also has the most comprehensive 
and aggressive licensing program 
in the country. In this mostly self-
regulated industry, only Louisiana 
and a handful of other states require 
a license. Louisiana and Virginia are 
the only two that require continuing 
education as part of licensure. The 
laws regulating tree care in Louisi-
ana evolved primarily for consumer 
protection, but the byproduct has 
been that Louisiana arborists regu-
larly receive award winning profes-
sional education. 
This past summer, the Louisi-
ana Legislature passed Act 34 that 
allows for temporary licensing for 
tree-care workers when a state of 
emergency is declared, such as when 
a hurricane strikes. Only tree care 
workers licensed in other states or 
those with certification from the In-
ternational Society of Arboriculture 
will be allowed to obtain a tempo-
rary Louisiana arborist license. The 
impacts of this law remain to be 
seen, but it certainly will allow for 
a much greater degree of consumer 
protection during the difficult pe-
riod that follows a hurricane strike. 
Furthermore, it will protect hard-
working Louisiana arborists from 
unfair competition from transient, 
unlicensed tree companies who 
often follow storms to profit from 
emergency situations. 
The regulating agency for the 
arborist license in Louisiana is the 
Horticulture Commission of the 
Louisiana Department of Agricul-
ture and Forestry. The LDAF and 
its predecessors have been licensing 
tree-care experts since 1936. The 
continuing education component 
was added to the program in 1992. 
Roughly 600 individuals in the state 
hold commercial licenses and ap-
proximately 300 maintain a utility 
arborist license with the state. Home 
and business owners who wish to 
employ a tree-care professional 
should only engage the services of 
a state licensed arborist. For a list of 
licensed professionals call 225-952-
8100 or go to www.ldaf.state.la.us/
portal/Portals/0/AES/Horticul-
ture/ARL.pdf.
For more information about 
arborists and the continuing educa-
tion program, contact Dozier at 
225-278-7219, or hdozier@agcen-
ter.lsu.edu.
4th Louisiana Natural 
Resources Symposium 
Coming in 2011
Plans are being made for the 
school to host the 4th biennial 
Louisiana Natural Resources Sym-
posium. The theme of the sym-
posium has not yet been decided. 
However, it will certainly be some-
thing that is timely and of interest 
to a broad range of natural resource 
stakeholders. The conference will 
again likely be held in the summer 
of 2011 at the Lod Cook Confer-
ence Center on the LSU campus. If 
you have ideas for topics that should 
be explored for the symposium or 
possible speakers, please contact Dr. 
Todd Shupe. Also, if you or your 
company is interested in sponsor-
ing the symposium, please contact 
Shupe at (225)578-6432, or tsh-
upe@agcenter.lsu.edu.
Fisheries Extension and 
the Oil Spill
Dr. Julie Anderson joined RNR 
in March 2010 about a month 
before the Deepwater Horizon oil 
spill. As an assistant professor in 
(Continued from page 5)
Extension News
Shupe Receives Awards
Dr. Todd Shupe, professor in the Louisiana For-
est Products Development Center, received several 
awards recently related to his extension and research 
efforts. He received two bronze awards from the 
Southern Region of the Cooperative Extension 
Service. The first award was for exceptional pro-
gramming for a journal publication and the second 
was exceptional programming in a short publication. 
Shupe was also awarded the title of adjunct profes-
sor with the Chinese Research Institute for Wood 
Industry, a division of the Chinese Academy of Forestry in Beijing, 
China. Shupe has a long history of mutual collaboration with the univer-
sity and was a participant in a group of LSU AgCenter scientists that es-
tablished a memorandum of understanding with the university in 1999. 
Shupe has recently published an invited guest editorial in the “Journal of 
Tropical Forestry Science”, which is published in Malaysia. The article 
encourages young scientists to become active in professional societies. 
Finally, Shupe was asked to join the International Advisory Board Mem-
ber for the “Journal of Wood Science”, which is published in Japan. 
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RNR and the Louisiana Sea Grant 
marine fisheries specialist, outreach 
about the oil spill became the focus 
and priority of her work. The focus 
has been working with recreational 
and commercial fishermen as well as 
the general public. The main mes-
sages have been how the oil could 
affect Louisiana fishery species as 
well as seafood safety and how the 
health risk of tainted seafood is 
calculated. As the editor of the La-
gniappe fisheries newsletter (www.
seagrantfish.lsu.edu), Anderson 
has utilized the newsletter as well 
as fact sheet distributed online and 
at local events like the Delcambre 
Shrimp Festival to get the message 
out that Louisiana seafood fished in 
open waters not closed by state or 
federal authorities is safe. Promoting 
the image of Louisiana seafood and 
fisheries has become a focus of Sea 
Grant with the Louisiana Seafood 
Promotion and Marketing Board. In 
addition, Anderson began research 
on the toxicity of the oil spill to blue 
crabs in order to answer questions 
commercial fishermen have on how 
the oil will affect future populations. 
Dozier Completes Fifth 
Tour des Trees
Dr. Hallie Dozier, associate 
professor of forestry, just returned 
from completing her fifth Tour des 
Trees. The 2010 Stihl Tour des Trees 
took Dr. Dozier and 79 other riders 
on a loop of southwestern Illinois, 
dubbed the Chicago Loop. Each 
year the event raises funds to sup-
port the TREE Fund (Tree Research 
& Education Endowment Fund), 
Dr. Julie Anderson. (Photo by Paula Ouder)
which supports tree, urban forestry 
and arboricultural research. The 
TREE Fund also provides scholar-
ships for college students majoring 
in a tree-care related field. 
This year’s tour events began on 
July 17 with an up close and person-
al concert with Rolling Stones key-
boardist and children’s book author, 
Chuck Leavell. Outside of musical 
circles, Leavell is known for his 
longleaf pine restoration efforts on 
his wife’s family property in Geor-
gia. Leavell is also the co-founder 
of Mother Nature Network. Also, 
participating in the evening’s events 
was actor and conservationist, Mat-
thew Modine. The group started 
their pedal fest early on July 18 in 
Chicago’s Millennium Park. From 
there they headed north along the 
shore of Lake Michigan to their first 
stop, Zion. From there they visited 
the communities of Rockford, Ga-
lena (birthplace of Ulysses S. Grant), 
Moline, Princeton and Naperville. 
Along the way they spread the word 
about caring for our urban trees and 
community forests through public 
awareness and media events. The 
tour ended with a celebration at the 
Morton Arboretum on July 23. 
Dozier was the sole Louisiana 
rider to participate this year, though 
Louisiana arborist Robert Thibo-
deaux has participated in several 
tours and has, in fact, launched a 
Louisiana version of the tour, the 
Acorns of Hope. This years’s AOH 
will travel along the Gulf Coast dur-
ing the third week in November. 
Thanks to contributions from 
fellow faculty at the School of Re-
newable Natural Resources, Forestry 
alums, LSU AgCenter employees, 
family, friends and others in Louisi-
ana, Dozier was able to raise $5,854 
for the TREE Fund.
Research Notes
2010 State of the 
Coast: Implementing a 
Sustainable Louisiana
The State of the Coast Confer-
ence was held in Baton Rouge in 
June. The conference’s mission was 
to provide a forum to learn from 
recent advances in science and en-
gineering as they relate to hurricane 
protection and ecosystem restora-
tion in Coastal Louisiana, to ensure 
that relevant and current knowledge 
is applied to existing and future 
coastal restoration and protection 
efforts and to effectively inform 
policy and decision making. 
This was the first such meet-
ing since similar meetings in 1989 
and 1999. For 2010, the Coalition 
to Restore Coastal Louisiana took 
the lead in organizing the meeting.  
RNR faculty served on the steering 
and program committees. 
More than 650 people attended 
the meeting: most were employees 
of environmental and engineering 
firms, public and private agencies 
involved in coastal wetland restora-
tion and flood protection. 
There were 68 talks and more 
than 100 posters presented at the 
meeting. Two talks were given by 
RNR faculty (Drs. Jim Chambers 
and Andy Nyman) and two ad-
ditional talks were given by RNR 
graduate students (April Bryant  
Mason and Cecelia Leumas). Two 
posters were presented by RNR 
faculty (Drs. Megan La Peyre and 
Andy Nyman) and two more were 
presented by RNR graduate stu-
dents (Amy Scaroni and Vanessa 
Tobias). 
At least three RNR alumni gave 
talks, presented posters or were on 
panels. Greg Snedden (M.S. Fish-
eries 1997), now working for the 
U.S. Geological Service, gave a talk. 
Dr. Rex Caffey (Ph.D. Wildlife and 
Fisheries Science 1998) served on 
the panel convened for a special oil 
spill session; Caffey now is a profes-
(Continued on page 8)
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sor in LSU’s Department of Agri-
cultural Economics and Agribusi-
ness. Juanita Constible, who was a 
research associate working with Dr. 
Mike Chamberlain several years ago 
but who now works for the National 
Wildlife Federation, also presented a 
poster. 
(Continued from page 7)
Research Notes
Vlosky Receives USDA 
Grant to Advance and 
Improve Agricultural 
Marketing Systems
July 15, USDA Secretary Tom 
Vilsack announced over $1.3 mil-
lion in 22 matching grants to 18 
states supporting agricultural mar-
ket research and demonstration 
projects. These grants, provided 
under the Federal-State Marketing 
Improvement Program (FSMIP), 
will explore new and innovative 
approaches to marketing U.S. food 
and agricultural products and to 
improve the efficiency and perfor-
mance of the marketing system. 
“These projects reflect the new 
realities of today’s increasingly com-
petitive global marketplace,” said 
Vilsack. “They are focused on devel-
oping innovative, more efficient and 
market-oriented ways to benefit our 
agricultural sector and support our 
nation’s economy.” These grants 
focus on developing agricultural 
marketing strategies for an array of 
projects including eight local and re-
gional food projects, two bio-energy 
projects, a farm-to-school project, 
and a food safety for direct market-
ers project. FSMIP funds a wide 
range of applied research projects 
that address barriers, challenges, 
and opportunities in marketing, 
transporting, and distributing 
U.S. food and agricultural prod-
ucts domestically and interna-
tionally.
Dr. Richard Vlosky, director and 
professor, Louisiana Forest Products 
Development Center, LSU AgCen-
Coastal Marsh Bird Research Project 
Follows Hurricane Ike in Texas
This year, Brad Pickens, doctoral student, and Dr. Sammy King, 
completed a second year of field study investigating secretive marsh birds 
and other waterbirds in Louisiana and Texas coastal marshes. In Texas, 
survey points were repeated from the previous year, measuring differenc-
es due to Hurricane Ike (Fall 2008) and water level fluctuations. These 
bird surveys took place at Anahuac and McFaddin National Wildlife 
Refuges, as well as JD Murphree Wildlife Management Area.
The most evident effect from the hurricane was a dramatic increase 
in wading birds in coastal marsh from 2009 to 2010. For example, 
Glossy Ibis abundance went from a total of 10 in 2009 to 883 in 2010. 
Other species that rebounded dramatically include Snowy Egrets, Great 
Egrets, Roseate Spoonbills, Tricolored 
Heron, Green Heron and Black-necked 
Stilts. Of course, we do not know if 
wading birds temporarily moved out of 
the region due to the high salinities after 
the storm surge or if the resurgence in 
2010 was a result of good nesting suc-
cess. Meanwhile, the hurricane in 2009 
and the extremely dry conditions in 2010 
provided mixed effects on the abundance 
of secretive marsh birds. 
Further analysis will be necessary 
to determine why some secretive marsh 
birds increased and others decreased in 
abundance. The two migratory species 
that breed along the Louisiana and Texas 
coasts, the Purple Gallinule and Least 
Bittern, appeared to decline after the hurricane. The resident secretive 
marsh birds, Common Moorhen and King Rail, did show increases in 
2010. 
The overall research project focuses on the King Rail, and funding 
has been provided by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Regions 2, 
3 and the Gulf Coast Joint Venture). This research will provide much 
needed information about the abundance of King Rails in the region and 
will characterize the habitat suitability of coastal marsh for these birds, 
spanning southwestern Louisiana and southeastern Texas. In addition, 
we have begun a radio telemetry project on King Rails, and this will pro-
vide additional data on their movements and habitat selection.
RNR also worked with some 
of the other LSU AgCenter de-
partments that are active in coastal 
wetland research to create an exhibit 
advertising their faculty’s research 
expertise to the numerous consult-
ing firms, governmental agencies 
and private organizations attending 
the meeting. The Department of 
Agricultural Economics and Agri-
business, Department of Biological 
and Agricultural Engineering, and 
the School of Plant, Environmental 
and Soil Sciences joined RNR in 
creating the exhibit. 
Graduate students often base 
their theses and dissertations on 
such research and the exhibit also 
advertised the fact that 38 percent 
of all theses and dissertations ad-
dressing wetlands at LSU were com-
pleted by students in LSU’s College 
of Agriculture.
Brad Pickens is evaluating King Rail 
habitat characteristics and movement 
patterns in freshwater marshes of 
coastal Louisiana and Texas.
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ter, received the sole grant awarded 
to Louisiana. Dr. Vlosky will work  
with Drs. Ramesh Kolluru and 
Mark Smith, director and assistant 
director, respectively, University of 
Louisiana at Lafayette-Center for 
Business and Information Tech-
nologies, and Charles D’Agostino, 
director, LSU Louisiana Business 
and Technology Center. They will 
identify high potential, wood-based, 
bioenergy business options that can 
be integrated into the current busi-
ness models of forest landowners 
and wood product manufacturers 
and distributors in the Louisiana 
forestry sector. 
Modular Genetics and 
University Collaborators 
Awarded NSF RAPID 
Response Grant to 
Develop Green-Chemicals 
for Oil Spill Clean-Up
Modular Genetics, Inc. (MGI) 
and scientists and engineers at 
Columbia University, Iowa State 
University (ISU) and RNR were 
awarded a National Science Founda-
tion (NSF) RAPID Response grant 
to support work on production and 
testing of bio-dispersants that can be 
used to replace the chemical disper-
sants used for oil spill management.
In response to the recent BP 
oil spill, MGI used its automated 
system for microbial strain engineer-
ing to develop a collection of engi-
neered microorganisms that synthe-
size bio-dispersants. Bio-dispersants 
are like the traditional chemical 
dispersants used to disperse oil dur-
ing the recent spill in the Gulf of 
Mexico; however, “bio-dispersants” 
are made by microorganisms dur-
ing the natural process of fermenta-
tion, while the traditional chemical 
dispersants are manufactured from 
petroleum. The NSF funds will be 
used to produce and test these bio-
dispersants. 
A team at the ISU Center for 
Crops Utilization Research will use 
the natural process of fermentation 
to produce the bio-dispersants and 
Bait Can Put Dinner on the Table 
If you have fished on the coast, then you probably know that 
cocahoe minnows (a.k.a. Fundulus grandis) are the gold standard for 
live bait, especially among anglers pursuing redfish, speckled trout and 
flounder. If you are serious about your fishing you may also know that 
cocahoes can be hard to find at some times of the year because most 
are still wild caught. Drs. Christopher Green and Julie Anderson are 
researching and developing education materials for production and 
marketing of cocahoe minnows as live bait. Cultured cocahoe minnows 
could help supplement the wild-caught baitfish supply and provide 
another revenue source in Louisiana and the neighboring coastal states. 
Green and Anderson believe that yearly availability of this species would 
be well received; effective culture of this marine baitfish could provide 
coastal anglers in Loui-
siana with a consistent 
supply of highly valued 
live bait and increase 
overall angler satisfac-
tion. 
To help spread 
the word and to assist 
anyone interested in 
growing cocahoe min-
nows, workshops have 
been held with presen-
tations on the culture 
of the cocahoe minnow 
(Gulf killifish) as a ma-
rine and estuary baitfish. The presentations were given by aquaculture 
and fisheries specialists from the LSU AgCenter. Detailed topics that 
were discussed include (1) infrastructure considerations and culture 
system scenarios; (2) hauling and holding bait; (3) history of culture 
and disease; and (4) brood stock and reproduction methods. Current 
work and research on cocahoe minnows was also discussed. Workshops 
concluded with an open discussion, allowing for workshop attendees to 
ask questions about culturing cocahoe minnows. 
Five workshops were held across Louisiana’s coastal parishes, 
including events in New Iberia, Belle Chasse, Golden Meadow, Lake 
Charles and Lacombe. A large-scale demonstration workshop was held 
in Baton Rouge at the LSU AgCenter’s Aquaculture Research Station 
in October. This large-scale workshop focused on demonstrations of 
minnow production techniques, materials, scenarios and production 
systems. This demonstration workshop gave attendees a more applied 
approach to culturing live bait. This new program for Louisiana bait-
fish producers could provide a consistent source of cocahoe minnows 
to Louisiana anglers. For additional information about the project 
please contact Sunny Brogan, LSU AgCenter extension associate, at 
(225)765-2848 or sbrogan@agcenter.lsu.edu
deliver them to a team at Columbia 
University who will measure the 
ability of each preparation to dis-
perse oil samples collected from the 
recent Gulf oil spill. Bio-dispersants 
found to be effective will be evalu-
ated by a team at RNR to determine 
their toxicity to organisms critical to 
the Gulf ecosystem and economy. At 
(Continued on page 10)
Research associate Craig Gothreaux presents Cocahoe 
minnow information at the Lacombe baitfish workshop.
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RNR, Dr. Andy Nyman will com-
pare the toxicity of the new, bio-dis-
persants to the chemically-produced 
dispersant COREXIT 9500, which 
was used extensively in the Gulf of 
Mexico this summer. Dr. Nyman 
selected Streblospio sp. as the test 
organism because it is an important 
food of brown shrimp. Streblospio 
sp. are small marine benthic poly-
cheate worms that live in the upper 
few inches of coastal sediments in 
off-shore Louisiana. Brent Ericson, 
executive vice president in charge of 
the Industrial and Environmental 
Section at the Biotechnology In-
dustry Organization (BIO) offered 
this perspective: “Modular is a new 
breed of chemical company that is 
using synthetic biology to produce 
useful chemicals that are safe, bio-
degradable and non-polluting. This 
particular project demonstrates that 
synthetic biology is being used to 
invent solutions to the most ur-
gent problems of our time. Recent 
oil spills in the Gulf of Mexico, 
Michigan and China underscore the 
ongoing need to invest in synthetic 
biology as a technology for protect-
ing human health, property and the 
environment as we transition away 
from fossil fuels. Thus, I am very 
pleased that the NSF chose to sup-
port this effort.”   
Forest landowners and forest 
managers need tools to help them 
manage their forest stands and to 
increase their profits, as they do. 
Hardwood stands represent nearly 
half of our forests in Louisiana, yet 
the management tools available 
trail far behind what we have for 
(Continued from page 9)
Research Notes
Building Tools to Help Forest Landowners 
and Forest Managers
pine stand management. Hardwood 
stands are often composed of mixed 
species, each with different require-
ments and a different knowledge 
base. Because less is known about 
hardwood stands, forest landowners 
and managers often have less specific 
information on proper management. 
One instance where 
knowledge can make 
a real effect on market 
prices is the understand-
ing of epicormic branch 
production in bot-
tomland oaks and how 
to avoid it. Epicormic 
branches are branches 
that form well below the 
tree crown on the lower 
otherwise clear bole of 
trees. Quality, high value 
hardwoods generally 
must have clear, knot 
free wood. Epicormic 
branches often appear 
after harvesting, storm 
damage, or following 
periods of stress, such 
as an extended drought 
period. The epicormic 
branches lead to the 
production of knots in 
the section of the tree that would 
otherwise produce high quality, 
high value lumber or even higher 
value veneer. 
Denton Culpepper, a masters 
student in RNR, is conducting 
research statewide in Louisiana 
to examine the characteristics and 
propensity of bottomland red oaks 
to produce epicormic branches. 
Previous studies have often been 
of limited scope and only look at 
epicormic branch production over 
a short period of time. Culpepper’s 
study under the direction of Dr. 
Jim Chambers is a relatively large 
retrospective study. Culpepper is 
examining trees that already have 
epicormic branches and compar-
ing them to trees of the same 
species that have not developed 
such branches. Culpepper and Dr. 
Chambers hope to develop a deci-
sion key that will help landowners 
make decisions during the marking 
and harvesting processes that will 
reduce the likelihood of keeping 
trees prone to produce value-
lowering epicormic branches and 
increasing the number of red oaks 
that will not produce epicormic 
branches.
Master’s student Denton Culpepper.
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Yu-Hsin Hsueh, a doctoral forestry student in RNR, 
recently learned that research and fellowships can both 
take a terrible bite out of your life. Hsueh was conduct-
ing her dissertation research tests at Jean Lafitte Na-
tional Park south of New Orleans. While lying down on 
a raised walkway and reaching below the water’s surface 
to adjust a sample probe, she was attacked by an alliga-
tor. The alligator lunged from below the walkway, bit 
down on her hand and arm and began a “death roll” 
to pull her under. As the gator began its roll, it broke 
seven bones in her hand and arm, but because she 
was lying on the walkway the gator was unable to pull 
her below the water and subsequently let go. Even in 
severe pain from two broken arm bones, a broken wrist, 
several broken hand bones and severe lacerations on 
her hand, Hsueh was cognizant of her condition and 
was alert and able to call the Park Service personnel for 
help. She was rushed to a local hospital to stabilize her 
condition and then transferred to University Hospital 
in New Orleans. It took several days of hospital care to 
clean her wounds, evaluate her condition and fight the 
potential of infection from the bite. She has undergone 
seven hours of surgery on her hand and arm and is 
likely to undergo several more. She will need consider-
able physical therapy thereafter. We wish her the best of 
recoveries.
As if one severe bite was not enough, she quickly 
learned that by accepting a fellowship (more prestigious 
financial aid) to attend LSU instead of an assistantship 
(normal financial aid), she was not covered by work-
man’s compensation 
(bite number two) 
and would have to 
bear the entire cost 
of hospital stay and 
the upcoming op-
erations. She does 
have basic medical 
insurance, but it has 
high deductibles, a 
high co-pay and low 
maximum coverage 
per event.
We are looking 
for financial assis-
tance to assist Hsueh 
bear the pain of the 
second and perhaps 
biggest and longest 
lasting bite of all. 
If you would like to help defray her medical costs 
by making a contribution, please make checks payable 
to RNR Clubs with “Yu-Hsin Hsueh Fund” noted 
in the memo section. Mail to The School of Renew-
able Natural Resources at Louisiana State University, 
Baton Rouge, LA 70803. Any unused funds will go 
into an account to support other students.
Fellowships in a Class by Themselves: 
But Watch Out for the Bite!
RNR students rally together in a volley ball tournament fundraiser to help Hsueh’s medical expenses. If you would like to 
help defray her medical costs please make a contribution. See above for more information.
Yu-Hsin Hsueh, a doctoral forestry student, recovers from surgery needed 
because of an alligator attack while conducting research tests for her 
dissertation.
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Graduate Student News
Kristin Brzeski is a Ph.D. student with Drs. 
Taylor and Chamberlain working on red wolf 
conservation. She is using genetic data to 
determine if red wolves hybridize with coyotes 
to avoid mating red wolves that are too closely 
related or genetically similar.
Gregory Lech, an M.S. student in 
aquaculture, is working with Dr. Robert Reigh 
on the nutritional research to improve feed 
formulations for Florida pompano, a popular 
commercial food fish.
Dr. Matt Pieron, shown checking a teal nest, 
recently finished his graduate work examining 
the efficacy of intensive management to 
increase duck production on the northern 
prairies. Pieron worked with Dr. Frank Rohwer.
Joey Hinton is a Ph.D. Student with Dr. Mike 
Chamberlain working on red wolves and 
coyotes in North Carolina. Hinton is working 
to understand environmental conditions that 
facilitate hybridization between the endangered 
red wolf and coyotes.
Dr. Vanessa Tobias just completed her Ph.D. 
with Dr. Andy Nyman. Tobias worked on coastal 
wetland ecology, including development of 
a new set of indicators of plant stress that 
managers can use to plan and evaluate wetland 
restoration projects.
Krishna Poudel came to LSU from Nepal 
to work on an M.S. in Forestry with Dr. 
Quang Cao. Poudel will attempt to improve 
on models that show the distribution of tree 
diameters in forest stands.
Devon Oliver is an M.S. student working with 
Drs. Kaller and Kelso on a study of rare suckers 
(Catostomidae) in the Pearl River. 
Catherine Murphy is a Ph.D. student studying 
the way that abundance and diversity of aquatic 
organisms – algae, invertebrates and fishes – 
changes over space and time in south Louisiana. Her 
major professors are Drs. Mike Kaller and Bill Kelso.
Brad Pickens is a Ph.D. student 
with Dr. Sammy King working on 
secretive marsh birds – especially 
King Rails. Pickens is working on 
understanding the ecology and 
movements of these elusive birds.
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Jared Wolfe is a Ph.D. student 
working with Dr. Phil Stouffer on the 
genetics and population growth rate 
of Amazonian rainforest birds. Jared 
is holding a Yellow-billed Cuckoo 
captured at Bluebonnet Swamp in 
Baton Rouge (see article on page 16).
Rajan Parajuli is an M.S. student working 
with Dr. Joseph Chang on the effect of 
carbon credits on the optimal management 
of uneven-aged southern pine forests.
Steve Beck is working on his M.S. in Fisheries 
with Dr. Megan La Peyre. His project examines the 
effects of oyster harvest on the diversity of oyster reef 
communities.
Nathan Prince is an M.S. student 
with Dr. Thomas Dean investigating 
the effects of sap flow on the crowns 
of loblolly pine. His research involves 
physically restricting water movement 
through the stem and measuring 
changes in crown length.
Noel Novelo is applying the use of ultrasound to improve 
spawning of fishes. Novello (left) is a Ph.D. student with Dr. 
Terry Tiersch and works closely with Dr. Jon Daly (right), a 
postdoctoral researcher.
Xianglin Zhai, a Ph.D. student with Dr. Todd 
Shupe, is researching how to efficiently 
liquefy agricultural biomass to facilitate its 
utilization.
BJ Kim is a Ph.D. student with Dr. Qinglin 
Wu in Wood Science and Engineering. Kim 
is working on wood-plastic composites 
that use mineral particles as part of the 
composite additive to reduce sound 
transmission of the composites. 
Kristopher Brown is an M.S. student with 
Dr. Jun Xu working on forest hydrology and 
sediment transport. Brown’s study focuses 
on understanding the efficacy of best 
management practices in forested headwater 
protection.
Denton Culpepper is an M.S. candidate with Dr. 
Jim Chambers. Culpeppers’s research focuses on 
predicting epicormic branching in bottomland red 
oaks, information useful for making management 
decisions during thinning operations.
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of forest products 
marketing and 
director of the 
Louisiana Forest 
Products Develop-
ment Center, has 
been named to 
the Crosby Land 
and Resources, 
L.L.C. Professorship in Forest Sec-
tor Business Development. 
Continuing a commitment 
to those institutions that provide 
education, research and outreach 
to those in the forest community, 
Crosby Land and Resources of 
Mandeville is pleased to announce 
the establishment of an endowed 
professorship in support of the Lou-
isiana Forest Products Development 
Center. The center, which is in the 
LSU AgCenter School of Renewable 
Natural Resources, provides assis-
tance to individuals and companies 
seeking to improve their forestry 
practices and to create potential new 
economic opportunities through 
development of forest resources. 
Crosby Land and Resources is 
the largest family-owned, nonindus-
trial, private timberland company 
in Louisiana and one of the largest 
in the outh. Operating in Louisiana 
for the past 65 years and with more 
than 100 years of family involve-
ment in forestry-related enterprises 
in both Louisiana and Mississippi, 
it continues to provide forest re-
sources for one of our state’s largest 
and most important industries. This 
fourth-generation family business 
is owned by the Robert H. Crosby 
Jr., Margaret Crosby Cox, Thomas 
L. Crosby, Richard C. Crosby and 
Mary Crosby McDuff families. 
“We continue to support the 
LSU AgCenter, the School of RNR 
and the Louisiana Forest Products 
Development Center in their ef-
forts to offer assistance to Louisiana 





1, Dr. Richard F. 
Keim was pro-
moted to associ-
ate professor with 
tenure. Keim 
joined the School 
of Renewable 
Natural Resources on Jan. 1, 2004. 
Stouffer Elected AOU 
Fellow
RNR associate professor Dr. 
Philip Stouffer was elected Fellow at 
the 2009 meeting of the American 
Ornithologists’ 
Union (AOU). 
Fellow is the 
highest status of 
membership in 






to ornithology and service to the 
organization. The AOU is the oldest 
and most prestigious professional 
organization of avian scientists and 
managers in North America. 
Nyman Selected in 
Service-Learning Scholars 
Program 
Dr. Andy Nyman was one of 
two faculty members from the Col-
lege of Agriculture among a group 
of 12 faculty who recently partici-
pated in the 2010 Service-Learning 
Faculty Scholars Program, which 
offers $2,000 stipends to encourage 
experiential education and hands-on 
learning that benefits the community. 
Dr. Dorin Boldor, assistant pro-
fessor in the Department of Biologi-
cal and Agricultural Engineering, 
and Dr. Andrew Nyman, associate 
professor in the School of Renew-
able Natural Resources, were se-
lected by the LSU Service-Learning 
Advisory Council to join other fac-
ulty representing a variety of disci-
plines to develop effective strategies 
for implementing service-learning 
in their curricula. The Center for 
Community Engagement, Learning 
and Leadership (CCELL) facilitates 
the Faculty Scholars Program annu-
ally to promote the institutionaliza-
tion of service-learning courses in 
every department, encourage inter-
disciplinary dialogue and to advance 
the objectives of the LSU Flagship 
Agenda. 
Nyman will incorporate service-
learning in his case studies in habitat 
restoration class and will evalu-
ate the effectiveness of a currently 
unmonitored wetland restoration 
project constructed by the Louisiana 




The State of Louisiana, through 
the Louisiana Office of Coastal Pro-
tection and Restoration (OCPR), is 
updating the 2007 master plan for 
ecosystem restoration and hurricane 
protection entitled, Louisiana’s 
Comprehensive Master Plan for a 
Sustainable Coast. 
The revision is scheduled to 
be completed in 2012. It will be 
based partly on computer simula-
tion models that predict the effects 
of potential wetland restoration and 
flood control projects on habitat for 
various fish and wildlife species. 
Three RNR faculty, Drs. Mike 
Kaller, Andy Nyman and Robert 
Romaire, have been invited to join 
the Upper Trophic Level Module 
Workgroup and to prepare some 
of these models. The workgroup 
includes modelers from engineer-
ing firms and universities across the 
Dr. Rich Vlosky
Dr. Richard F. Keim
Dr. Philip Stouffer
Dr. Andy Nyman
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nation that are developing models 
to predict the effects of potential 
wetland restoration and flood con-
trol projects on water level, water 
salinity, wetland vegetation, land 
area, storm surge and storm damage 
in coastal Louisiana.
The RNR faculty is focusing 
their models on predicting the 
capacity of coastal Louisiana to sup-
port populations of various fish and 
wildlife species. Kaller is preparing a 
model for largemouth bass; Nyman 
is preparing models for river otter 
and American alligator; and Ro-
maire is preparing a model for wild 
crawfish. 
This workgroup is led by Nyman 
and also includes faculty from out-
side RNR: Dr. Don Baltz (speckled 
trout and brown shrimp, LSU), Paul 
Leberg (waterfowl, wading birds 
and neotropical migrants, University 
of Louisiana at Lafayette) and Tom 
Soniat (eastern oyster, University of 
New Orleans).
Rohwer Receives Award
Dr. Frank Rohwer was hon-
ored at the Wildlife Federation’s 
71st annual convention held in 
February at Toledo Bend. Rohwer 
was named the Louisiana Wildlife 
Federation’s Conservation Educa-
tor of the Year. This award was 




In May and June, Dr. Sammy 
King was invited by the North 
American Crane Working Group 
to attend the International Crane 
Workshop at Muraviovka Park for 
Sustainable Land Use in the Tam-
bovka District, Amur region, near 
Blagoveshchensk, Russia. In addi-
tion to giving a presentation at the 
workshop, King was asked to evalu-
ate wetland issues at the park and 
at the Daurski Nature Reserve in 
the Chita region. His expenses were 
Early this year, two 
Chinese scholars, Professor 
Xuegong Xu of Beijing Uni-
versity and Associate Profes-
sor Xiaoyu Li of the Chinese 
Academy of Sciences, visited 
our school to learn about our 
studies on coastal wetlands, 
deltaic development and 
riverine nutrient and sediment 
dynamics in the Mississippi-
Atchafalaya river system. Dr. 
Andy Nyman took the inter-
national scholars on a boat 
tour of the Atchafalaya Bay to 
show the active delta forma-
tion that is taking place. Dr. 
Jun Xu also took them to the 
lower Lake Pontchartrain Ba-
sin and the Barataria Preserve 
to show them the different 
types of freshwater hydrologic 
regimes and estuarine types in 
these two ecosystems. During 
the visit the researchers ex-
changed research information 
and discussed the opportuni-
ties for collaborative research 
focusing on comparative stud-
ies of the Mississippi River 
delta and the Yellow River delta. 
King Travels to Russia
paid through a grant provided by 
the Trust for Mutual Understanding 
to the International Crane Founda-
tion. The workshop, attended by 
representatives from 13 countries 
and five continents, focused on 
issues concerning crane conserva-
tion, climate change and agricul-
ture. King’s presentation focused 
on water issues and how changes 
in water availability can affect crane 
populations. 
RNR Research Attracting International Scholars
Professor Xuegong Xu, Professor Andy Nyman and 
Associate Professor Xiaoyu Li visit baldcypress swamps 
in the lower Atchafalaya Basin.
Professors Xuegong Xu and Andy Nyman take a break 
during a presentation. 
Show your support!
For contribution information call 225-578-4131.
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LSU belongs to the Orga-
nization for Tropical Studies, a 
consortium of universities that 
sponsors field courses and re-
search in the tropics. Almost every 
year, LSU students participate in 
OTS’s signature graduate course, 
an eight-week journey through 
the fantastic biodiversity of Costa 
Rica. These courses provide a 
great opportunity for students to 
immerse themselves in tropical bi-
ology led by full-time faculty and 
a stream of specialists that spend 
successive weeks presenting mate-
rial on various topics related to 
tropical ecology. This spring, Dr. 
Phil Stouffer joined the course as 
a visiting faculty member in the 
Talamanca Mountains. The group 
stayed in a lodge in a magnificent 
oak forest along the Rio Sevegre 
at an elevation of about 7,200 
feet. They used this as a base to 
explore vegetation changes mov-
ing up to the famed Cerro de la 
Muerte (mountain of death) at 
over 11,000 feet. Stouffer led 
field projects, supervised research 
and presented lectures to the 20 
students from all over the United 
States, including RNR M.S. 
graduate Metha Klock. 
Stouffer Participates 
in Field Course in Costa Rica
Zamorano University 
Participates in RNR 
Research
Jose Escobar Sandoval, an un-
dergraduate student from Zamorano 
University in Honduras, recently 
completed a 14-week internship in 
RNR. He is one of several students 
from Honduras who work through 
the LSU AgCenter to receive for-
estry training that will assist them in 
pursuing a graduate degree. San-














as forestry. Sandoval worked under 
the direction of Dr. Jim Chambers 
and assisted both Chambers and Dr. 
Hallie Dozier in a multistate re-
search project on hurricane-related 
flooding and tree health in coastal 
areas. Student interns like Sandoval 
also spend some leisure time learn-
ing about the people, food and 
cultural activities in Louisiana. Once 
Sandoval returned to Zamorano 
University, he analyzed the data 
he collected, wrote a senior thesis 
and completed his undergradu-
ate program. The objective of the 
internship program is to attract 
bright students to LSU and RNR 
programs. Sandoval spent many 
hours in the lab and field working 
on research projects and learning to 
use research equipment. He even 
assisted a few graduate students with 
portions of their projects. Sandoval, 
LSU and RNR were all winners in 
this arrangement.
Sandoval cores a tree for 
dendrochonological analysis of 
storm-induced flooding stress. 
OTS student Benedicte Bachelot,from 
Michigan State University, collects leaf 
litter at the base of a magnificent Quercus 
costaricensis. Forest gives way to stunted vegetation called 
páramo approaching the top of Cerro de la 
Muerte. 
The group found several species of birds that 
also occur in Louisiana, including this Wilson’s 
Warbler. 
International Crossings
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In July, Dr. Richard Keim visited Cambodia as an 
instructor in a course on Wetland Ecology and Manage-
ment in the Lower Mekong Basin, an annual interdisci-
plinary course coordinated by the University Network 
for Wetland Ecology and Conservation Training in 
the Mekong region. The purpose of the course is for 
students to gain a basic knowledge in wetland functions 
and ecosystem services to prepare for careers in conser-
vation, research and education. 
Students in the course came from each of the mem-
ber institutions in this network, including Cambodia, 
Vietnam, Thailand, Laos, Myanmar, Malaysia and Chi-
na. There is no common language for all these students 
except English, so the course is conducted in English. 
For some students it was their first time to operate in 
English and communication was difficult, but the cross-
cultural experiences helped everyone to understand the 
wide variety of important roles that wetlands play in 
many cultures of Southeast Asia.
The course was based in Phnom Penh, Cambodia, 
at the Royal University of Agriculture. After some initial 
lectures, the course changed to a field focus by visiting 
multiple wetlands along the middle Mekong River in 
Cambodia. Students collected data on hydrology, soils, 
vegetation, aquatic organisms, birds and human cultures 
associated with each wetland. Returning to Phnom 
Penh, students analyzed data and developed overall as-
sessments of each wetland for a public presentation at 
the university.
One of Keim’s goals for the trip was to understand 
some of the similarities and contrasts between the Me-
kong and Mississippi Rivers and to develop collaborative 
research with regional scientists aimed at understanding 
processes and developing management tools for wet-
lands in large rivers and deltas.
Richard Keim Instructs Wetland Course in Cambodia
Students observe wetlands above Stung Treng, Cambodia on the middle 
Mekong River.
The middle Mekong River is home to the endangered irrawaddy dolphin.
Dr. Richard Keim
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In the Classroom
New Majors Only Section 
of RNR 1001
Undergraduate enrollment 
in the school has increased ap-
proximately 35 percent since the 
fall 2009 semester, with almost 200 
students currently in our programs. 
For the first time, Dr. Bill Kelso 
is offering a majors-only section 
of RNR 1001 (Natural Resource 
Conservation) in addition to the 
non-majors section taught in previ-
ous years. The majors-only section 
has over 50 students for the fall 
2010 semester, and Kelso is excited 
about teaching the course to stu-
dents who are keenly interested in 
the conservation of forest, wildlife, 
wetland and aquatic resources. The 
better science background that these 
students bring to the class combined 
with their awareness and apprecia-
tion of natural resource issues, will 
allow Kelso to address more in-
depth topics than is possible in the 
large class. This should make RNR 
1001 a great starting point for our 
new students.
Course Changes in 
Dendrology
Dendrology literally means the 
“study of trees,” but is more com-
monly taught as the identification 
and classification of woody plants. 
Because professors are left to de-
cide what will be taught in a given 
dendrology course, the content may 
vary considerably among universi-
ties or even among teachers within 
a university. At a minimum, most 
dendrology courses include tree 
identification and classification, 
supplemented by information on 
distribution, ecology, silvical charac-
teristics, wood use, wildlife use, etc., 
in order to provide students with a 
more complete picture of the veg-
etation they are learning to identify 
and manage. Over time, and with 
changes in faculty, degrees offered, 
curricula and student numbers, den-
drology courses 





life was added in 
the school, only 
forestry students 
were required to 
take dendrology. 
Over the years 
we have modified 
our curricula a 
number of times 
and now offer 
undergraduate 
degrees in natural resource ecology 
and management and in forestry. 
It is apparent that dendrology and 
several other forestry courses are a 
real asset to students in all these dis-
ciplines related to renewable natural 
resource management. As focus has 
become more inclusive and based 
on ecosystem level management and 
sustainability, many agencies and 
organizations are finding a need for 
employees that can identify many 
species of plants and have a working 
knowledge of their characteristics 
and values. This need is particularly 
important to those employed with 
forestry, engineering and environ-
mental consulting firms and those 
going to work with public and 
private agencies.  
To accommodate the demands 
of an ever-changing job market 
and to handle increasing enroll-
ment in the school, several changes 
have taken place in dendrology at 
LSU, including development of 
a new course. In fall 2010, RNR 
2001 (Trees and Woody Plants of 
the Southeast), will be required of 
all undergraduate students in the 
school. In the spring, RNR 2003 
(Trees and Woody Plants of the 
Eastern and Western United States), 
will be required for all forestry stu-
dents and will be available to oth-
ers as an elective. Forestry students 
attending spring forestry camp will 
also be required to take RNR 3034, 
(Field Studies in Dendrology). 
Masters degree student Falyn Owens shows day campers a freshly 
banded Carolina Wren.
New Bird Banding Project 
Is Catching More Than 
Just Birds
by Falyn Owens, M.S. student
This spring marked the begin-
ning of the Bluebonnet Bird Moni-
toring Project (BBMP), initiated by 
doctoral student Jared Wolfe and 
Dr. Philip Stouffer. The first of its 
kind in Baton Rouge, the project 
has established a permanent bird 
banding station at the Bluebonnet 
Swamp Nature Center (BSNC). The 
goals of the project include banding 
resident and migrating bird spe-
cies and training local volunteers in 
professional banding techniques. 
Since its inception, RNR students 
and volunteers have been gathering 
once a week to set up nets, extract 
birds and process them under the 
tutelage of Wolfe and fellow student 
Erik Johnson. Over 150 new birds 
have been banded so far. Fre-
quently-caught species include the 
ubiquitous Northern Cardinal and 
Carolina Wren, but participants have 
also been delighted to find such 
charismatic species as Ruby-throated 
Hummingbird, Magnolia Warbler 
and Prothonotary Warbler caught in 
the station’s nets. 
In addition to monitoring the 
bird communities at Bluebonnet 
Swamp, another major objective 
of the project is public outreach. 
Toward that goal, Stouffer’s stu-
dents have coordinated with BSNC 
summer camp director Katherine 
19School of Renewable Natural Resources
March to integrate bird banding 
into Bluebonnet Swamp’s weekly 
summer camp classes for youths. On 
“Wing-it Wednesdays,” RNR stu-
dents spend time in the classroom 
and outside to teach children about 
the importance of birds in nature 
and how researchers study them. 
They watch and learn as banders 
identify, band and measure newly 
caught birds while explaining the 
challenges and purpose behind each 
step. Lucky children even get to par-
ticipate by learning to safely handle 
and then release the birds them-
selves. RNR students then show the 
kids how the birds were obtained, 
making them check the nets for new 
birds while teaching them how and 
why the passive nets work. By the 
end of the day, the children get an 
exciting, close-up look at research 
in action, helping them develop an 
understanding and enthusiasm for 
how birds are studied.  
Several volunteers for this 
project require special acknowledge-
ment, especially Erik Liffmann, 
president of the Baton Rouge Audu-
bon Society, and John Hartgerink, 
a regular volunteer at the nature 
center and an excellent bird photog-
rapher. Contributions such as theirs 
and the cooperation of the Blue-
bonnet Swamp Nature Center staff 
have helped to expand the BBMP 
beyond professional research, so 
that burgeoning naturalists can also 
enjoy the discovery and excitement 






In 2010, RNR 
3108 (Case Studies in 
Habitat Restoration) 
changed from a spring 
semester class to a fall 
semester class. This class 
is required of forestry 
majors with an area of 
concentration in ecosys-
tem restoration and of 
natural resource and ecology majors 
with an area of concentration in 
wetland science. Dr. Nyman uses the 
case-study format to study prairie, 
marsh and bottomland hardwood 
restoration. Field trips to visit the 
restoration projects with restoration 
managers are an important compo-
nent. During field trips, students 
learn about professionals’ experienc-
es in planning, executing and moni-
toring habitat restorationprojects. 
In 2010, RNR 3108 also became a 
service-learning class. Service-learn-
ing is a credit-bearing, education 
experience in which students partici-
pate in an organized service activity 
that meets identified community 
needs and then reflect on the service 
activity in such a way as to gain 
further understanding of course 
content, a broader appreciation for 
the discipline and an enhanced sense 
of civic responsibility. In RNR 3108, 
students provide service to public 
trust agencies such as the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service and the Loui-
siana Department of Wildlife and 
Fisheries who manage, restore and 
protect habitat for wildlife and fishes 
owned by all Americans. The ad-
dition of the service-learning com-
ponent resulted in a credit change 
from two to three hours and has 
led to a suggestion that the class be 
certified for Communicating Across 
the Curriculum. 
RNR alumnus Danny Breaux, manager of the Big Branch National 
Wildlife Refuge, shows RNR students Kimberly Stagnitta, Austin 
Leopold and Jason Waguespack an unrestored wetland. 
Student News
William Dahmen received the 
Outstanding LSU Student Award 
from the Louisiana Society of Amer-
ican Foresters 
(SAF) in April 
at their annual 
meeting. He is a 
forestry man-
agement major 
in his junior 
year at LSU. 
Dahmen is an 
active member 
of the Student 
Chapter SAF at 
LSU and works 
part-time for the Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries in the forestry 
section of the Wildlife Division. He 
hopes to continue in a similar job 
following graduation. 
Amy Scaroni, RNR doctoral 
candidate, was selected to receive a 
National Sea Grant College Pro-
gram Dean John A. Knauss Marine 
Policy Fellowship. This fellow-
ship, established in 1979, provides 
a unique educational experience 












highly qualified graduate students 
with “hosts” in the legislative and 
executive branch of government lo-
cated in the Washington, D.C. area, 
for a one-year paid fellowship. The 
program is named in honor of one 
of Sea Grant’s founders, John A. 
Knauss, former NOAA administra-
tor. In November, Scaroni will travel 
to Washington D.C. where she will 
be matched with a host office. Her 
fellowship will begin on Feb. 1.
(Continued on page 20)
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Student News
RNR Students Assist 
Boy Scouts Council in 
Celebrating 100 Years
RNR undergraduate and gradu-
ate students assisted the Evangeline 
Area (Lafayette) Boy Scouts Council 
in its celebration of 100 Years of 
Scouting. The centennial celebra-
tion occurred in February at the 
Atchafalaya Basin Welcome Center 
west of Baton Rouge. The daylong 
celebrations included foresters from 
many areas of the state along with a 
number of representatives from state 
and federal organizations involved 
in natural resources and environ-
mental protection and management. 
RNR students participating includ-
ed: Abram Dasilva, Carolyn Ha-
worth, Josh Hayden, Brooke Hes-
son, Hannah Plaisance, Charleston 
Shirley, Courtney Staudermann and 
Christina Perez. The students helped 
guide Boy Scout groups to plant 
over 4,500 bald cypress seedlings 
in an area dedicated by the state as 
The Centennial Forest. Students 
also participated in the day’s activi-
ties: entertainment by three musi-
cal groups, South Louisiana food, 
games, Cajun cultural activities, a 
canoe trip and educational exhibits, 
including one hosted by Dr. Jim 
Chambers and RNR students.
Nine RNR students went to 
Monticello, Ark., to compete in 
the 53rd Annual Association of 
Southern Forestry Clubs Con-
clave, hosted this year by the Uni-
versity of Arkansas at Monticello. 
Students from 15 southern forest-
ry schools competed in more than 
two days of technical and physical 
events in March. The conclave 
kicked off with a four-event iron-
man competition sponsored by 
Stihl (Chainsaw) Timbersports. 
This competition was filmed and 
was shown on ESPN-U. Last year, 
it was aired in early July and again 
in August. (website: sports.espn.
go.com/outdoors/timbersports/
news/story?id=5030773)
Friday morning started with 
the technical events: compass and 
pacing, DBH estimation, dendrol-
ogy, photogrammetry, pole classi-
fication, timber estimation, wildlife 
and wood tech. Hannah Plaisance 
studied hard for the stiff dendrol-
ogy competition and placed fourth. 
Taylor Simoneaux and Johany 
Howard tied for fourth place in 
the wildlife ID competition. In 
the physical events, William Dah-
men tied for fifth in the axe throw, 
Johany Howard placed sixth in 
women’s bow saw, William Dah-
men and Drew McClelland placed 
sixth in log roll and Greg Marshall 
placed sixth in log chopping.
Pictured are (kneeling) Johany Howard and Katherine Gautreaux; (standing) Adam Rentrop, 
Jennifer Atilano, Albert Howard IV, Brent Tassin, Lauren Smith, Scott Gomez and Brett 
Gianelloni.
RNR Graduates
B.S.F.: Brett Gianelloni, Scott Gomez, 
Lauren Smith, Brent Tassin
B.S. - Natural Resources Ecology 
Management: Albert Howard IV, 
Jennifer Atilano, Mackenzie Dupuis, 
Max Ervin, Katherine Gautreaux, 
Johany Howard, Adam Rentrop
M.S. – Fisheries: Peter Markos, Wesley 
Burnside
M.S. – Forestry: April Newman, Bin Yu
M.S. – Wildlife: Matthew Brooks, Jacob 
Gray, Timothy Kimmel, Cecilia Leumas, 
Rachel Villani
Ph.D.: Matthew Pieron and Biao Zhong
(Continued from page 19)
Attending Forestry Conclave held in Monticello are (left to right): Josh LeBouef, Christina Perez, 
faculty advisor Dr. Niels de Hoop, Hannah Plaisance, Courtney Staudermann, Drew McClelland, 
graduate student Denton Culpepper, Greg Marshall, Johany Howard and Taylor Simoneaux. 
(Photo by Justin Jacobs)
RNR Students Attend Forestry Conclave in Arkansas
Congratulations to our May 2010 graduates! 
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Club News
Society of American 
Foresters 
The student chapter of the 
Society of American Foresters (SAF) 
has several activities planned for 
the fall and winter months. They 
include a bonfire activity, a joint 
meeting with the Southeast Louisi-
ana Chapter SAF in October and a 
Christmas tree sale Nov. 29-Dec. 3. 
In the spring of 2011, the club will 
also attend the Southern Forestry 
Conclave hosted by the University 
of Georgia.
American Water Resources 
Association 
The student chapter of the 
American Water Resources Asso-
ciation recently organized a trip to 
the Old River Control Structure. 
The chapter also had a meeting and 
elected Abram DaSilva, a forestry 
graduate student, as its new chapter 
president.
Aquaculture and Fisheries 
Club/ Wetland Society
During the spring, the Aqua-
culture and Fisheries Club held its 
annual crawfish boil. Partnering this 
year was the Student Wetland So-
ciety at LSU. The club also assisted 
the Louisiana chapter of the Ameri-
can Fisheries Society in hosting its 
annual meeting. Members also took 
a trip to Grand Isle to engage in fish 
collecting and identification and to 
learn about estuarine and coastal 
habitats. The Aquaculture and Fish-
eries Club also assisted the Student 
Wetland Society with the University 
Lake beautification project by pick-
ing up trash.
Wildlife Society 
The Wildlife Society at LSU is 
gearing up for a great fall semes-
ter. They will be volunteering at 
the National Hunting and Fishing 
Day, Waddill Management Area 
and also Ocean Commotion, LSU. 
They are in the process of putting 
together a camping trip, helping 
with bird banding projects and tak-
ing a behind-the-scenes tour of the 
Audubon Aquarium and the Audu-
bon Zoo. Check their bulletin board 
in the lobby for meeting times and 
more information. If you have any 
questions, feel free to email them at 
Lauren Smith, forestry graduate 
of the School of Renewable Re-
sources, shared the $1,000 Regional 
Scholarship Award from Xi Sigma 
Pi (forestry honor society) with a 
student from Iowa State University. 
This prestigious award is given each 
year to a forestry student selected 
among those nominated by six 
universities (LSU included) in the 
West Central region. Smith won 
the award because of her excellent 
academic achievements and her lead-
ership involvements in Xi Sigma Pi 
(forester), Student SAF Chapter at 
LSU (president and vice president), 
Wildlife Society (treasurer) and the 
LSU College of Agriculture Les 
Voyageurs (ambassador).
Smith received her B.S. in forest-
ry from LSU in May and is currently 
a student at the LSU Law School.
Xi Sigma Pi 
Chapter Nu at LSU has out-
standing members. They have been 
very competitive in the West Cen-
tral region, winning more than its 
share of the Xi Sigma Pi 
regional scholarships. 
Recent RNR winners of 
this award are:
2002:  Benjamin Hogue
2004:  Angela Secott
2006:  Matthew Reed
2009:  Ian Stone
2010:  Lauren Smith
RNR Student Received the Xi Sigma Pi 
Regional Scholarship Award
Xi Sigma Pi Regional Scholarship Award 
recipient Lauren Smith.
Xi Sigma Pi Initiation
Three forestry graduate students 
were inducted into Xi Sigma Pi in 
April. They are Krishna Poudel, 
Sanjeev Joshi and Rajan Parajuli. Xi 
Sigma Pi is a forestry honor society 
whose objectives are to maintain 
a high standard of scholarship in 
forestry education, to work for the 
improvement of the forestry profes-
sion and to promote a fraternal spirit 
among those engaged in activities 
related to the forest.
Xi Sigma Pi inductees Krishna Poudel, Sanjeev Joshi and Rajan 
Parajuli.
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Alumni News
 Paul Y. Burns, professor 
emeritus of forestry and honorary 
alumnus of the LSU School of Re-
newable Natural Resources, still has 
an office at the RNR Building and 
gladly receives visits from alumni. 
Fla. He visited the school recently. 
His British accent, not very notice-
able when he first came to LSU, is 
practically gone!
Chung Hse, ’63 M.S. forestry, 
Ph.D. University of Washington, 
conducts research in Alexandria for 
the U.S. Forest Service. At Hse’s 
request, Dr. Paul Burns at LSU has 
reviewed some of the manuscripts 
Hse and other forest scientists at 
the Dean Lee Research Station have 
written about forestry research.
S.C. “Tony” Hu, ’71 Ph.D., is 
retired and lives near Clinton with 
his wife, Pai Cha. Their home is sur-
rounded by a stand of fast-growing 
young loblolly pines. They plan to 
join their younger son, Dr. Ben-
Hwa Hu and live in Baton Rouge 
near their older son Bennie and his 
wife. The Hus regularly go ballroom 
dancing for exercise. Recently Dr. 
Paul Burns was their guest for sup-
per. 
Jeff D. Hughes, ’49 B.S.F., and 
Dr. Paul Burns have recently learned 
that they both suffer from the same 
disease, neuropathy of the lower 
legs. There’s no cure, but Gabapen-
tin, a prescription drug, reduces the 
pain. 
Burns 90th Birthday Bash
On July 2, in honor of Dr. Paul Y. Burns’ 90th 
birthday, friends and colleagues gathered in the 
school coffee room to share cake, coffee and a few 
memories and jokes. This small gathering was only a 
prelude to the larger celebration he enjoyed with his 
family. 
His birthday was July 4, and his three daughters 
planned and carried out a “90th Birthday Bash” 
at Branson, Mo. On the edge of Table Rock Lake, 
Branson is a popular recreation area with theatri-
cal shows, fishing and other forms of entertain-
ment. Thirty-three of his relatives showed up. 
Adding to the enjoyment for Burns, Ruth Kelley, a 
widow his age living in nearby Springfield, joined in 
the fun, including a trip around the lake in a motor-
boat. Kelley was in the same 1941 graduation class 
at the University of Tulsa as Burns and his late wife, 
about persons who helped restore 
the southern pine forest after the 
virgin pines were harvested in the 
1920s. LSU Professor Emeritus Paul 
Burns supplied some information to 
Barnett since he knew most of the 
foresters who will be sketched in the 
book. 
Robert H. Chabreck, ’56 
B.S.F., ’57 M.S.G.M., earned his 
Ph.D. in botany at LSU in 1970. 
He suffered a stroke a few years ago, 
which left his right arm paralyzed, 
but although he is right-handed he 
has learned to use his left arm. He 
lives in Baton Rouge with his wife 
and visits the school from time to 
time.
Paul Coreil, ’84 M.S. wildlife, 
recently was honored by receiving 
the Association of Southern Region 
Extension Directors Award for Ex-
cellence in Leadership. Coreil is vice 
chancellor of the LSU AgCenter 
and director of its Louisiana Coop-
erative Extension Service. He was 
recognized for his effective leader-
ship, consistently thoughtful delib-
eration, amazing preparation and 
sound judgment. 
Peter J. Fogg, ’61 M.F., ’68 
Ph.D., retired from his position at 
the school and lives in Cape Coral, 
He turned 90 in July and won gold 
medals in tennis, badminton and 
the 50-meter dash in the 90-94 
age-group of the Baton Rouge Area 
Senior Olympics Games.
James P. Barnett, ’57 B.S.F., 
’63 M.F., earned his D.F. at Duke 
in 1968. He has retired from his job 
as research forester in the Southern 
Forest Experiment Station’s branch 
station in Alexandria. Barnett, who 
now holds an emeritus title with the 
Forest Service, is writing a book 
Kathleen. In the fall 
of 1940 Ruth told 
him that he ought to 
date Kathleen. Ruth 
was president of the 
local Phi Mu sorority, 
and Kathleen was a 
sorority sister. Burns 
took Ruth’s advice, 
and he and Kath-
leen were married in 
1942. They had 62 
years of wedded bliss.
Although Burns 
is 90, he still works in 
his office daily. He as-
sists faculty members 
and alumni by reviewing their manuscripts. Burns can 
be e-mailed at pyburns@tiger.lsu.edu
Alum P.Y. Burns
Clifton B. Marlin, honor-
ary alumnus of the LSU School of 
Renewable Natural Resources and 
a member of the school’s faculty in 
the 1960s, retired many years ago. 
His wife, Dorothy (Dot), wrote the 
school’s director that she and Cliff 
are living in Fulton, Miss., and that 
her husband, 89, is suffering from 
Alzheimer’s. She wrote that their 
only child, Dr. Roger Marlin, died 
from cancer in 2008. She has many 
fond memories of Baton Rouge and 
LSU.
Ronald L. Newton, ’73 B.S.F. 
recently wrote a note to the school. 
After LSU, Newton attended a 
theological seminary. He founded a 
wilderness camp program for trou-
bled youth and Peak Training Solu-
tions to help businesses solve their 
people puzzles. His new book, “No 
Jerks on the Job” (PenlandScott, 
2010) describes how to counteract 
the influence of personal immaturity 
in the workplace. 
C. Leroy Shilling, ’63 B.S.F., 
’65 M.F., Ph.D. Texas A & M, 
continues to hold the positions on 
the school’s faculty of professor of 
forestry and director of student ser-
vices. His daughter, Amy Shilling-
Hood, ’73 B.S.F., lives in Springhill 
and is the mother of two small 
children. Shilling has photos and is a 
proud grandfather.
Todd F. Shupe, ’96 Ph.D., 
continues as executive secretary of 
the LSU Forestry-Wildlife-Fisheries 
Alumni Association. 
Alumni Deaths
Hoy C. Grigsby, ’47 B.S.F., 
’52 M.F., died November 26, 2009 
in Bienville Parish. He was born in 
1915 on a farm near Heflin. His 
wife of 53 years, Eunice Geurin 
Grigsby, preceded him in death. He 
was a World War II veteran, serv-
ing overseas in the U.S. Army Air 
Corps. His forestry career began 
with the Mississippi Forestry Com-
mission and he became a plant 
geneticist at the U.S. Forest Service 
Southern Forest Experiment Station 
in Crossett, Ark, and Alexandria, La. 
A 50-year member of the Society of 
American Foresters, he was an adult 
leader in the Boy Scouts of America. 
Edward D. Holcombe, ’49 
B.S.F, died August 16, 2009 at 
Temple, Texas at the age of 83. A 
native of Bogalusa, he is survived by 
his wife, Carol M. Holcombe, and 
two children. Holcombe served in 
the U.S. Navy for 33 months. He 
worked as a forester for many years 
for the Soil Conservation Service in 
Texas.
Robert G. Merrifield, ’58 
M.F., died January 30, 2010 at 
College Station, Texas. He earned 
his B.S. at Arkansas A&M College 
and his D.F. at Duke University. 
After graduation from LSU, he 
worked for the LSU AgCenter’s Hill 
Farm Research Station at Homer 
until 1967, when he and his family 
moved to College Station. He was 
the first head of the Forest Science 
Department at Texas A&M Univer-
sity. In 1977 he was named associate 
director of the Texas Agricultural 
Experiment Station and director of 
the Institute of Renewable Natu-
ral Resources. He was honored by 
becoming a Fellow in the Society of 
American Foresters. He retired in 
1999.    
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The Louisiana State University School of Renewable 
Natural Resources offers exciting  opportunities for 
students to pursue a wide range of career opportunities 
in the conservation, preservation and management of 
America’s natural resources. We offer two undergraduate 
programs as well as M.S. and Ph.D. programs. 
Career opportunities in the conservation, preservation and management of America’s natural resources.
School of Renewable Natural Resources
Our undergraduate programs include nine areas of 
concentration: Ecosystem Restoration, Forest Resource 
Management, Conservation Biology, Fisheries and 
Aquaculture, Natural Resource Conservation, Wetland 
Science, Wildlife Ecology, Wildlife Law Enforcement and 
Pre-Veterinary Wildlife. 
For more information, 
visit www.rnr.lsu.edu.
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